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2010
Championship Year

Regulations and Guidelines
Jr. Team Tennis – South Carolina

USTA South Carolina adheres to all USTA National and Section regulations.  In addition, programs in South Carolina must follow the mandatory regulations below.

Mandatory Regulations: 
All USTA Jr. Team Tennis programs are subject to USTA National, Section and State regulations.

League programs must be called USTA Jr. Team Tennis.
All participants must be USTA members.

League programs must use USTA Jr. Team Tennis approved marketing materials for all advertising purposes.

League programs will submit local rules and regulations to USTA South Carolina prior to any program approval in TennisLink.
New:  League programs will hold a mandatory coach meeting/training in the areas of rules and regulations, team practice plans/activities, introductory coaching skills, TennisLink, Risk Management & championship information at least 2 weeks in advance of the season beginning. USTA South Carolina staff can provide support upon request.

New:  All Local League programs will put into place a Grievance Committee & Grievance Appeals Committee, as outlined in the National Regulations 3.01 Committees, and submit names of those individuals to USTA SC prior to season beginning and program approval.
New:  If a 12s, 14s,or 18s Advanced division of Jr. Team Tennis does not have the required number of teams (three) or adequate competition for these teams at the local level  to constitute a season of play, the  Jr. Team Tennis State Coordinator  may permit those  teams to advance and play their local season at the State Championships upon written request from the local program coordinator. Teams must register in good faith of playing the local season and come from their local program area to be eligible to play at State.
League programs will adopt a non-discrimination policy that ensures participation for all players, regardless of race, creed, gender, economic status, sexual orientation and physical ability and make reference to this policy on local program website.
Programs must have a minimum of a six-week season, with 45-90 minutes of practice focusing on skill development and one match per week.

Program will award a 1st place trophy/gift for each division winner

USTA Jr. Team Tennis uses two methods to determine the best placement of a player.

A. The National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) - 3.5 & above must play in the advanced division and 3.0 and below in the intermediate division.

B. USTA Southern Section 1-300 Standing List as of July 31, 2009 for 12s -18s must play in an advanced division and USTA Southern Section 1-100 Standing List as of July 31, 2009 for 10s must play in an advanced division.

Programs with a season beginning August 1, 2009 through July 2010 are in the 2010 Championship Year of TennisLink.
Programs will establish and enforce no-cut policies, thereby providing opportunities for meaningful play for all participants.

A local program must have a minimum of two or more teams per each division.  It may choose to combine any or all divisions and may also divide any or all divisions into flights.  A playoff structure may be established to determine a champion for each division.

A player must be age eligible for their division of play throughout the local season.  A player is allowed to age up and still play in the same division only if this occurs after August 31.  For example, a boy of 14 with a birthday on Sept 10 can still play with the 14 & Under division if the team goes to the National Championship in October when this player is now 15 years old.  
State Championships are held for the following divisions:

12 & Under Intermediate, 12 & Under Advanced

14 & Under Intermediate, 14 & Under Advanced

18 & Under Intermediate, 18 & Under Advanced

12 & Under Intermediate and 12 & Under Advanced winning teams from the State Championships are eligible to advance to the Section Championships, but cannot advance to National Championships.

For a program to be eligible to send winning teams to the State Championships, it must enter all team rosters and their associated match records in TennisLink, not just the winning team rosters and the 3 team match record for each player. 
Leagues will allow post-season play only for regular season teams and will not engage in forming all-star teams.
**Ranking and Standings Points: Beginning January 2009 South Carolina Championships will include points toward State and Southern Rankings and Standings.  South Carolina Championship Advanced winners will be awarded State Level 3 and Intermediate will be State Level 4. State Championship winners also will be awarded Southern points with Advanced considered Southern Level 4 and Intermediate Southern Level 5.

Programs will develop guidelines for both players and spectators regarding conduct and sportsmanship.
Leagues will make scholarship provisions so that players are able to apply for assistance and participate regardless of their ability to pay.

